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TAIGI, THE BLESSED ANNA MARIA
(1769-1837)
MOST of the Saints whose lives illustrate heroic virtue practised in the
domestic circle were either labourers or servants, or great personages,
such as kings and queens, lords and ladies, the former finding their
perfection chiefly in great diligence and obedience, and the latter in those
gracious acts of charity and Christian munificence, which have added so
much that is pleasingly spectacular to Church history. But the career
of Anna Maria Taigi brings out in bold relief the wonderful holiness
achieved by a poor married woman, the mother of seven children, and
surrounded by exactly the same cares and solicitudes which, despite the
passing of centuries and the advent of new conditions, are ever with us
to remind us of the limitations and dependence of human existence.
The holy Matron of Rome of the latter eighteenth and early nineteenth
century was born at Sienna, 29th May, 1769, where her father, Luigi
Gianetti, was in business as a chemist. Six years later this easy-going
man failed in business, owing, it seems, to a too great credit allowed to
people who took his pills and powders much faster than they paid for theml
The " good apothecary," after this reverse, left the place of his financial
disaster for good, and settled in Rome, where he became a " gentleman's
gentleman," *.<?., butler to a noble family, one of the patricians houses
whose glass coaches, gorgeous liveries and stately contemporary dress are
familiar to us from the paintings of Alexander Magnasco and Pompeo
Batoni, Meanwhile, his little daughter attended a school kept by the
Maestro Pie, where she remained as a day-pupil till she was thirteen. She
then went as apprentice to two women who followed the trade of wool-
winding. The time not spent at this occupation was passed at home
picking up those details of housework, the right mastery of which makes
all the difference between the smooth or rough working of a house 1 Her
father greatly appreciated his little daughter's good cooking and house-
wifely ways, and once jokingly asked her where she learnt it all. " Mother
taught me some of it," came the reply, " Then I always say a * Hail
Mary ' to ask the Blessed Virgin to help me and everything goes right 1"
After a time Anna Maria became a housemaid to Donna Maria Sera
at the Palazzo Maccarani where her father was employed.
Among the friends of the great family there, were the Principi Chigi,
whose ancestral Palazzo on the north side of the Piazza Colonna, contains
one of the finest picture galleries in the world. Among the servants of
tLe then head of the noble house, was a handsome, hot-tempered, but